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As the flood waters start to slowly recede and people begin to clean up from water damage or
flood damage, Dodge County Human Services & Health Department - Public Health Unit would
like to remind county residents about some issues that may present concerns for them as they
clean up or re-enter their home.

Water Safety -

Do not use water if a change in taste, odor, or appearance is seen. Well water can be
contaminated by bacteria, viruses and parasites from human and animal waste that is
found in soil, vegetation and in surface run off.

Fee exempt water test kits can be obtained from the Public Health Unit and the UW-
Extension office in Juneau.

If a well needs to be chlorinated (shocked), contacting or contracting a professional well
contractor is recommended. For people wanting to do their own wells, the Department of
Natural Resources in Fitchburg will provide phone support for well chlorination.

Food Safety -

Do not eat foods that have come in contact with flood water or

may have come in contact with flood water.

If a refrigerator or freezer has been without power for a period of time all food items
stored there should be carefully checked.

Perishable food at room temperature or warmer for more than 2 hours should be thrown
out.

Frozen food that has thawed should be discarded if not consumed immediately or kept
refrigerated.

Undamaged, commercially canned foods can be saved if you remove the can labels,
wash the cans, and then disinfect them with a solution consisting of six ounces of bleach
to one gallon of water. Re-label your cans, including the expiration date, with a marker.
Food containers with screw-caps, snap-lids, crimped caps (soda pop bottles), twist caps,
flip tops, and home canned foods should be discarded if they have come into contact
with flood water because they cannot be disinfected.

For infants, use ONLY pre-prepared canned baby formula that requires no added water,
rather than powdered formulas prepared with treated water.

Injury Prevention -

Do not restore or work on power sources without first contacting your utility company.
Avoid downed power lines especially ones in contact with water.

If using a generator, make sure the area is well ventilated.

Wear proper clothing and boots when working in water or wet areas. These items may
include safety goggles/glasses, gloves or other protective equipment.

Know the status of most recent tetanus shot. If more than 10 years since the last one a
booster is needed. If an injury occurs and it is more than 5 years since the last tetanus
shot a booster is needed. Tetanus shots can be provided at the Public Health Unit or
through your health care provider.

If injured while doing clean up activities contact your health care provider for treatment
as soon as possible. Contact your health care provider if injuries become reddened,
warm to the touch, pain increases or wound drainage occurs.



Insects -

Remove any standing water from places such as boats, tires, wading pools (after use
and store upside down), buckets, cans or other outdoor containers on their property.
Keep tarps and pool covers tight to prevent water from pooling. This water is excellent
breeding places for mosquitoes and other insects and mosquitoes and other insects can
transmit disease.

Wear DEET containing insect repellant (unless told differently by your health care
provider) when out doors doing clean up work and as a regular habit. Check with your
health care provider before using DEET containing products on infants and children.

Animals -

Misc. -

Beware of wild animals such as raccoons and skunks that may have been flooded out of
their dens. These animals may have taken shelter in vacant homes, garages, or other
out buildings. Carefully inspect these buildings before re-entering them.

Avoid unfamiliar cats and dogs.

If you are bitten by a dog, a cat or a wild animal, contact your local health care provider
as soon as possible. Contact local police, the Dodge County Sheriff's Department or
public health to report the bite.

Water and warm temperatures are ideal ingredients for the growth of mold. Molds can
cause irritation and breathing problems especially in people with asthma, allergies or
other respiratory illnesses. Water problems must be addressed to solve mold growth.
For more information on mold and mold clean up go to http://dhfs.wisconsin.gov/eh/mold

ltems that have been exposed o flood waters or sewage back up that can’t be cleaned or
disinfected (Mix 4-6 ounces of bleach to a 1 gallon of water) should be thrown out.
People working outside should be sure to use sunscreen.

For more information on or questions about these issues, call Dodge County Human Services
and Health Department - Public Health Unit at (920) 386-3670 or go to the Dodge County
website at www.co.dodge.wi.us .
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In the last 16-20 hours Dodge County received an additional 1”-4”, the heaviest areas in
the northwest part of the county.

Additional roads have been closed and citizens are encouraged to access the website at
www.co.dodge.wi.us for information on closed roads. This website can also provide
information on health related concerns due to the flooding. Citizens are reminded that
roads that are closed have been deemed dangerous and they should not attempt to drive
on any closed road. The sheriff’s department will be issuing citations to any person
driving around barricades.

All dams in the county are holding and are being monitored by the highway department
and local officials. All sewer districts that have reported in are functional and also being
monitored by local officials.

The National Guard is delivering an additional 230,000 sand bags to Wisconsin this
morning. The County highway department will make arrangements to transport
approximately 30,000 additional sand bags to our area.

Citizens are once again reminded that initial requests for services and supplies should be
directed to their local officials. The County Emergency Operations Center will be
manned 24/7 through Monday Morning. At that time the county officials will assess the
situation and determine if, and for how long, the EOC will remain open. The number for
the EOC is 920-386-4060.
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Planning

Dodge County EOC remains activated. The EOC fielded calls through the night and assisted with
Response resources for several municipalities, throughout the county.

Due to the heavy rains many area roads are either closed or impassable. Access to Fox Lake and
Randolph areas is extremely limited. Citizens are being urged to stay off the roads unless it is an
Recovery emergency. Anyone driving down roads that have been posted as closed, or barricaded, will be doing
so at their own risk and maybe ticketed.

Further information will follow as highway crews are being dispatched at 6:30AM to begin assessing
Mitigation damages.
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