OFFICE OF
DODGE COUNTY SHERIFF

PATRICIA M. NINMANN
Sheriff

SCOTT G. SMITH
Chief Deputy

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Sheriff Patricia Ninmann
920-386-3992
pninmann@co.dodge.wi.us

July 8, 2014

Dodge County Sheriff’s Office
Adds Emergency Rescue Vehicle to Fleet

The Dodge County Sheriff’s Office has recently received an emergency rescue vehicle, a Caiman
6x6 MRAP (Mine Resistant, Ambush Protected) armored personnel carrier. The vehicle was
obtained through the federal government’s 1033 program which authorizes the federal
government to provide law enforcement agencies with certain surplus military equipment at no
cost. The vehicles have become more available to local law enforcement agencies due to the
draw-down of military presence and actions overseas. The Sheriff’s Office had utilized this
program in the past to obtain clothing, and other equipment to provide our deputies with gear
that would otherwise drain financial resources or not be possible to obtain at all.
Sheriff Ninmann states “The Dodge County Sheriff’s Office saw a need to equip our personnel
with this protection to be better prepared to save the lives of the people we serve, and that of
the deputies and officers who put their lives on the line to respond to very dangerous
situations.”
In recent years there has been an increase in the number of high-profile tactical situations
involving firearms across the nation and locally including Fond du Lac, Oak Creek, and
Brookfield, WI.
The rescue vehicle will be used in natural disaster situations to access and/or rescue people in
floods, blizzards, or other severe weather. It is important to state that this rescue vehicle is
NOT an offensive weapon, like a tank. It is a truck with armor designed to protect its occupants
from gunfire. Weapon turrets have been removed.
The rescue vehicle will also be used to protect a team of SWAT members and/or deputies and
in some cases medical personnel who need to access and to rescue citizens or officers who may
be in a dangerous location.
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Why a Caiman MRAP? The cost of a new LENCO Bearcat or an Oshkosh Truck-made TPV
(Tactical Protector Vehicle) would run $200,000 at the low-end to over $400,000. Also, not all
armored vehicles are made alike in performance and protection. The new Dodge County
Sheriff’s Office armored vehicle offers a very high level of protection, at the best cost to Dodge
County and its taxpayers. Value of the Dodge County Sheriff’s Office rescue vehicle is estimated
at $733,000.
General mechanical maintenance of the emergency rescue vehicle will be performed by the
Dodge County Highway Commission, and it will be stored in a building courtesy of Dodge
County Emergency Management. The Sheriff’s Office will also be training deputies and local
fire fighters to learn operation, basic maintenance, and tactics and procedures.
Sheriff Ninmann also states “We owe it to the citizens we serve, our SWAT team, our deputies,
and their families to help to provide them with the best protection we can reasonably afford.
This rescue vehicle through the 1033 program was the best solution to this obligation.”
For additional information please contact Sheriff Patricia Ninmann.
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