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Dodge County Sheriff’s Office Recognizes
April as National Distracted Driving Awareness Month
Did you know that “distracted driving” was the 2009 word of the year according to Webster’s Dictionary?
But unfortunately, this is no passing fad. Distracted driving has become a trend with deadly, real
consequences.
For anyone who thinks they can talk on their phone, text, apply make-up, or do any other distracting
activity while driving, it’s time for a crash course in reality from the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHTSA):




In 2012, 3,328 people were killed in crashes involving a distracted driver and an estimated
additional 421,000 were injured in motor vehicle crashes involving a distracted driver.
(NHTSA)
Drivers who use hand-held devices are four times as likely to be involved in a serious crash.
(Insurance Institute for Highway Safety)
In 2011, 11 percent of all drivers under the age of 20 involved in fatal crashes were reported
as distracted at the time of the crash. This age group had the largest proportion of drivers
who were distracted. (NHTSA)

While those numbers may sound like just statistics, they’re anything but. They could be parents, children,
neighbors and friends from right here in Dodge County. There are too many sad tales of deaths and
injuries that could have been prevented had drivers been paying attention to the road instead of someone
or something else.
So, why do so many people participate in this dangerous behavior? With more technology now than
ever, driver distractions have risen to unprecedented levels. We live in a world where people expect
instant, real-time information 24 hours a day, and those desires don’t stop just because they get behind
the wheel. Drivers simply do not realize – or choose to ignore – the danger they create when they take
their eyes off the road, their hands off the wheel, and their focus off driving.
People often say, “I can do two things at once. I’ve memorized where the numbers are on my phone, so I
don’t have to look.” Or, “Sending or reading one text is pretty quick – that should be okay.” They couldn’t
be more wrong.
Yes, this is a national problem, but it also affects us right here in Dodge County and no one is immune
from the dangers of distracted driving.
Sheriff Ninmann states “The month of April is National Distracted Driving Awareness Month and the
Sheriff’s Office will be deploying the Community Crime Reduction Team several times throughout the
month in an effort to bring awareness to the dangers of distracted driving”.
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“If you choose to be distracted or text while driving, be prepared to be stopped” states Ninmann. “Too
many people have been seriously injured or killed due to distracted driving and we need take the
necessary steps to prevent further crashes from occurring, and this is one of those steps”.
During the month you will also see new lawn signs that state “Sheriff Ninmann says one text or call could
wreck it all. Save a Life. Call 911 to report distracted driving”. If you would like a lawn sign please
contact Sheriff Ninmann at 920-386-3992.
Following are 10 tips from AAA to avoid distractions while driving:
10. Fully focus on driving and do not let anything divert your attention. Actively scan the road, use your
mirrors and watch out for pedestrians and cyclists.
9. Store loose gear, possessions and other distractions that could roll around in the car, so you do not
feel tempted to reach for them on the floor or the seat.
8. Make adjustments before your drive. Address vehicle systems like your GPS, seats, mirrors, climate
controls and sound systems before hitting the road. Decide on your route and check traffic conditions
ahead of time.
7. Finish dressing and personal grooming at home – before you get on the road.
6. Snack smart. If possible, eat meals or snacks before or after your trip, not while driving. On the road,
avoid messy foods that can be difficult to manage.
5. Secure children and pets before getting underway. If they need your attention, pull off the road safely to
care for them. Reaching into the back seat can cause you to lose control of the vehicle.
4. Don’t use cell phones while driving — handheld or hands-free — except in absolute emergencies.
Never use text messaging, email functions, video games or the Internet with a wireless device, including
those built into the vehicle, while driving.
3. If you have passengers, enlist their help so you can focus safely on driving.
2. If another activity demands your attention, instead of trying to attempt it while driving, pull off the road
and stop your vehicle in a safe place. To avoid temptation, power down or stow devices before heading
out.
1. As a general rule, if you cannot devote your full attention to driving because of some other activity, it’s
a distraction. Take care of it before or after your trip, not while behind the wheel.
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