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COMMUNITY INFORMATION AND SIDE TRIPS

Waupun (pop: 10,718)
Services: Restaurants, grocery, gas, camping, hotels, parks, parking, hospital, bike repair
Located 2 miles west of the trail on Hwy 49, Waupun is known as the City of
Sculpture with 7 bronze statues, including the World Famous “End of the Trail”
sculpture, visible throughout the City.

East Waupun (unincorporated)

Services: none

Irish pioneers were the early settlers of East Waupun (originally known as Chester
or Chester Station) in the 1840's. In 1846 a dam was built at Horicon which created
a 9’ deep lake (Lake Horicon). East Waupun was at the head of the lake and was a
popular port for steamboats that carried passengers, grain and lumber. The railroad
(now the Wild Goose Trail) from Fond du Lac was builtin 1853. Lumber was hauled
by rail to East Waupun and then floated down Lake Horicon and the Rock River to
the mills. During its boom, East Waupun had a high class hotel, a railroad station, a
grain elevator and a store. A stage coach came to East Waupun from Waupun 2 - 4
times daily for passengers and cargo until the early 1930's. The trail follows a short
Ys mile detour on a town road through East Waupun.

Burnett (unincorporated)

Services: Restaurants, community park - parking

Known by the Indians as “Grand Boubier” or Big Swamp, Burnett was home to many
Indians. Mounds still exist east of the trail along HWY E, south of Burnett. In 1852,
the Rock River Valley Union Railroad began the tracks from Minn. Jct. to Fond du
Lac through Burnett. In 1856, the other railroad, the Milwaukee & St. Paul RR was
built forming a junction in Burnett. This junction led to building of a hotel, a general
store, a cheese factory, a shoe repair shop and other commercial buildings,
including a grain elevator in 1864. A bank and a Ford car sales garage operated
after 1910. At its peak, over 20 trains passed through Burnett daily. The east-west
railroad and the grain elevator are still in operation. The trail uses local roads for a
short detour/bypass of the active RR crossing.

Horicon (pop: 3775)
Services: Restaurants, grocery, gas, camping, hotels, parks - parking
Located 2.5 miles east of the trail along Hwy 33, Horicon is home to the John Deere
Factory and lies at the south end of the Horicon Marsh.

Minnesota Junction (unincorporated)

Services: Restaurant, picnic area, parking, gas

The railroad from Minn. Jct. to Fond du Lac began in 1852, leading to its first railroad
station in 1854. First platted in 1868, it was primarily settled by pioneers from Ohio,
and became an important railroad center upon completion of the east-west railroad
from Milwaukee to Portage. The 2 railroads and a north-south stage coach route
intersected at the Junction leading to the development of hotels, general stores, a
cigar factory, a carpet weaving factory, a hardware store & others. The Junction
boasted of the Minnesota Junction Orange Blossoms baseball team and a four-story
hotel with an elevator. The Junction Hotel, later renamed the Maple Shade Hotel,
was a popular summer destination by southerners who stayed until the end of the
prairie chicken season in fall. The advent of the auto, shifts in population and the
loss of the lumber industry spelled the industrial doom for this community.

Juneau- The Gateway to the Wild Goose Trail - (pop. 2485)
Services: Restaurants, grocery, gas, city park - parking, airport
Juneau was first settled in 1845 and later named after Paul Juneau the son of
Solomon Juneau - the founder of Milwaukee. Juneau’s grave and 2 oaks planted at
the time of his death in his honor by area Indians can be seen at the Juneau
Cemetery. Juneau is also home to an historical marker for Adrian “Addie” Joss, a
Juneau native who was a “Hall of Fame” pitcher who pitched a perfect game against
the White Sox in 1908 and a no-hitter in 1910. The marker is located adjacent to the
City Park. The trail follows a short 2 block detour on city roads in Juneau.

Nitschke Mounds Park - Side Trip

Nitschke Mounds Park is located near the center of Dodge County adjacent to
the Wild Goose State Trail and just west of the Horicon Marsh. The property is
nearly 54 acres in size and contains about 40 preserved animal effigy, conical
and linear mounds believed to have been constructed around 800AD -
1100AD. The mounds represent one of the best surviving examples of the
Mound Builders culture that once occupied the Dodge County area. A hiking
trail system with interpretive displays encircles the mounds.

Horicon Marsh - Side Trip

Just east of the trail at Hwy 49, lies the Horicon National Wildlife Refuge and
the Marsh Haven Nature Center (entrance fee). Interpretive displays, a gift
shop, hiking trails and an observation tower can be found at Marsh Haven. The
Refuge offers an auto tour route, hiking trails with a floating boardwalk and
interpretive displays. A paved hiking/biking path just south of Hwy 49 connects
the refuge with the Wild Goose State Trail.

ETHICS AND SAFETY

“SHARE THE TRAIL” - FOR MULTI-USE TRAILS

) Safety Tips ) County Sheriff Departments
Be alert and courteous to other trail users © Wear a helmet and bright clothes Report trail damage and accidents.
Keep right - don’t block the trail © Stay on designated trails and obey all signs Dodge County (920) 386-3726
Pass on the left and give audible signals © Travel at safe speeds Fond du Lac (920) 929-3391
Yield when entering and crossing trails © Keep equipment under control at all times
Respect rights and privacy of adjacent landowners ~ © Be cautious of wet and slippery trail surfaces
Report trail damage, vandalism and accidents © Use extreme caution during hunting seasons Em erg en Cy - 9 1 l
All pets must be leashed and cleaned up after © Trail use during gun deer hunting season is not

Stay off the trail when closed recommended or wear blaze orange clothing
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