
2008 GENERAL PROGRAM ACTIVITIES: 
 

Following is a summary of general land & water conservation 
activities carried out by the Land Conservation Committee 
during 2008: 
 
• Sponsored Fifth Annual Dodge County Small Packet 

Tree Sale Program; 282 landowners purchased 22,250   
trees. 

 
• Rented out two county tree planters and one herbicide 

sprayer to seven landowners who planted over 17,000 
trees.  

 
• Continued administration of Dodge County Animal 

Waste Storage and Nutrient Utilization Ordinance.  
Issued permits and assisted landowners with projects on 
12 different farms. 

 
• Reviewed and provided comments regarding 7 

subdivision plat development projects at the request of 
Land Resources and Parks. 

 
• Conducted county-wide cropland soil erosion survey. 
 
• Continued farmer network for those interested in 

learning about and trying intensive rotational grazing 
on their farms. 

 
• Provided soil maps and soil data to many farmers, 

landowners, crop consultants, and other land users. 
 
• Prepared annual workload analysis and applied for state 

grants to carry out programs; received $146,157.00 in 
state aid for technical services provided. 

 
• Cooperated with staff from the University of Wisconsin 

Extension Service with workshops to train 16 farmers 
on how to practice proper nutrient management on over 
5,000 cropland acres. 

 
• Provided technical, financial & educational assistance 

to 309 landowner/citizen contacts.  
 
• Performed Status Reviews on 18 conservation projects 

installed under the Beaver Dam River Watershed 
Project.   

 

 
 

 
FARMLAND PRESERVATION PROGRAM:  

 
The Dodge County Land Conservation Committee administers  
the conservation compliance provisions of the Farmland  
Preservation Program.  Some of the activities in 2008 include: 
 
• Prepared (new and revised) soil conservation plans for 

1,944 acres of enrolled cropland. 
 
• Monitored status of 136 conservation plans covering 

12,555 cropland acres for compliance with standards. 
 
• Obtained annual crop report and compliance 

certification statement from 772 program participants 
(106,576 cropland acres). 

 
• Certified High Residue Management practices on 4,051 

new cropland acres. 
 
• Reduced soil erosion by 2,230 ton from practice 

application on cropland. 
 
 

NR151/NR243 MANURE MANAGEMENT  
ACTIVITIES:  

 
 
• Farm Investigations – Four Farms 
 
• Project Planning/Designing – Three Farms 
 
• Construction Inspection – Two Farms 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
LAND & WATER RESOURCE  
MANAGEMENT PROGRAM  

 
The Dodge County Land Conservation Committee continued to 
administer the Land & Water Resources Management Program 
for Dodge County.   
 
Goals established under Dodge County’s 2007 revised Land & 
 Water Resource Management Plan include the following: 
 
• Protect and Improve the Quality of our Surface and 

Ground Water Resources 
• Protect and Improve the Quality of our Cropland Soil 

Resources 
• Encourage Desirable Land Use Conversion, and 

Discourage Undesirable Land Use Conversion 
• Maximize Available Human and Financial Resources, 

and Seek Additional Resources 
• Improve Landowner and General Public Awareness of 

Land & Water Resource Issues 
 
While Dodge County Land Conservation has the lead role in  
preparing and implementing the Land and Water Resource  
Management Plan, the work activities and accomplishments of 
other partner agencies and organizations are tracked and used to  
evaluate improvements to Dodge County’s Land & Water  
Resources. 
 

Key Land & Water Plan Accomplishments in 2008 
By All Conservation Agencies/Groups 

Planned   Annual  2008 Amount 
Activity    Goal Amount Achieved 
 
Residue Management  5,000 Acres   7,232 Acres 
Cover Crops Planted  1,000 Acres   1,934 Acres 
Gully Erosion Practices  15,000 Feet 11,750 Feet 
Riparian Grass Buffers  100 Acres          4 Acres 
Manure Runoff Control      4 Farms          2 Farms 
Idle Rural Well Closing     20 Wells   37 Wells 
Rotational Grazing  100 Acres   99 Acres 
Wetland Restorations  200 Acres 280 Acres 
Woodland Plantings  200 Acres 117 Acres 
Grassland Plantings  100 Acres   15 Acres 

Other Land & Water Plan Accomplishments 2008 
 
•   Made personal contacts with 100 Horicon Marsh Watershed  
    landowners promoting various conservation practices and  
    programs for their land 
 
•   Secured additional landowner incentive and conservation staff 
    funding for accelerated conservation work in the Horicon  
    Marsh Watershed during 2009 
 
•   Promoted legislation restricting sale of phosphorus based  
    lawn fertilizer – the Wisconsin legislature is sponsoring such a  
    bill in early 2009 
 
•   Contacted state legislators and supported state resolution 
     calling for tighter controls on the land application of  
     commercial and industrial liquid wastes 
 
•    Committed over $35,000 in state funding to cost share 
      agreements to install various land & water conservation  
      practices on 19 Dodge County farms 

 

 
 

WILDLIFE CROP DAMAGE ABATEMENT AND 
CLAIMS PROGRAM 

 
The Dodge County Land Conservation Committee participated 
in the Wisconsin Wildlife Crop Damage Abatement and Claims 
Program in 2008.  The program seeks to abate the damage being 
done to county agricultural crops by deer, geese and turkeys, and 
provides compensation payments for damages exceeding 
$250.00 per year.  Some of the major activities of 2008 include: 
 
• Contracted with USDA-APHIS to carry out day to day 

program activities. 
 
• Thirty nine landowners were assisted with damage 

abatement. 
 
• Processed 9 claims for crop damage payments of 

$34,467.66 
 

“Conservation is the foresighted utilization, 
preservation and/or renewal of forests, waters, 
lands and minerals, for the greatest good of the 

greatest number for the longest time”. 
 

Gifford Pinchot 
 Father of American Conservation 

 



• Informed DNR of severity of crop damage for 
establishing deer harvest quota levels. 

 
• Nine producers were issued deer shooting permits on 13 

separate farms. 
 
• Processed 92 deer under the venison donation program 

resulting in nearly 2,500 pounds of venison donated to 
food pantries. 

 

 
 
 

INFORMATION AND EDUCATION ACTIVITIES 
(GENERAL): 

 
• Informed general public of Dodge County's manure 

storage ordinance through newsletter, newspaper 
articles and radio broadcasts. 

 
• Maintained and Enhanced Land Conservation 

Department web site. 
 
• Co-sponsored "pasture walks" on three Dodge County 

Farms and one Columbia County Farm; held one 
educational workshop on Managed Intensive Grazing; 
assisted in directing the work activities of the Town & 
County RC & D Grazing Specialist.  

 
• Co-sponsored nutrient management training workshops 

to help farmers write their own nutrient management 
plans on over 5,000 acres of cropland. 

• Distributed 32 separate news releases regarding various 
land & water conservation issues to Dodge County 
news media outlets. 

 
•       Spoke at various community functions and on radio 

broadcasts. 
 
•             Began organizing a conservation educational tent for 

the 2009 Dodge County Farm Technology Days Show. 
 
 
 

2008 KEY CONSERVATION ACCOMPLISHMENTS BY  
               COOPERATING AGENCIES AND                   
                             ORGANIZATIONS 

 
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
(Forestry Accomplishments through September 2008) 
• Land Planted to Trees  =   90 Acres 
• Forest Management Plans  =   61 Acres 
•             Tree Planting Plans                           =    3 Acres 
 
 
(Groundwater Protection Accomplishments) 
• Rural Well Filling & Sealing  =   37 Wells 
 
U.S. FISH & WILDLIFE SERVICE 
(Wildlife Habitat Development Accomplishments) 
• Wetland Restorations  =  103 Acres 
• Grassland Plantings    =    15 Acres 
 
 
USDA - NATURAL RESOURCES    

CONSERVATION SERVICE 
• Cover Crops                         =        334 Acres 
• Conservation Crop Rotation             =     7,479 Acres 
• Nutrient Management  =      3,802 Acres 
• Wetland Restorations  =         157 Acres 
• High Residue Management              =      1,514 Acres 
• Grass Waterways   =          7.0 Acre 
• Prescribed Grazing  =           99 Acres 
•             Tree/Shrub Planting   =           27 Acres 
•  Manure Storage Facility   =             4 Each 
 
USDA – FARM SERVICES AGENCY 
• CRP Filter/Buffer Strips  =              4 Acres 
•             Wetland Restorations                       =            20 Acres 
 
 
SAND COUNTY FOUNDATION 
•  Cover Crops                                  =       1,600 Acres 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
126 Landowners applied 143 new practices 

 
 

 
Eleven unused rural wells sealed and closed 

 
 

 
2,350 feet of gully erosion control practices  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     

   
5,718 New Acres High Residue Management 

 

 
Conservation Planning: 

1,944 Acres Farmland Preservation 
3,413 Acres Nutrient Management Conservation Plans 

19,890 Acres Manure Spreading Restriction Maps 
                  

 
12,766 Cropland Acres Protected by Conservation Practice Application 

3,193 Tons Soil Saved by Conservation Practice Application 
318 Ton Reduction in sediments Delivered to Water 
13,724 Pound Reduction in Phosphorus Delivered 

 
THE DODGE COUNTY LAND CONSERVATION COMMITTEE 
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This annual report is provided compliments of the Dodge County Land Conservation Committee.  Member of the Committee 
include:  William Nass, Chairman; Howard Kriewald, Vice Chairman; Gerald Adelmeyer, Secretary; Dale Macheel, FSA 
Representative, Dennis Vander Werff, Lake District Representative, Jeff Berres and Paul Marose, members. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
2008 LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

“Unless we practice conservation, those who 
come after us will have to pay the price of misery, 

degradation and failure for the progress and 
prosperity of our day.” 

 
Gifford Pinchot 

 Father of American Conservation 
 
 


